What is claimed is: 

1. A method for the treatment of established joint 
inflammation in\ a human or non- human patient in need thereof 
comprising administering to the patient an effective anti- 

\ inflammatory amount of a C5 blocker. 

2 . TOie method of Claim 1 wherein the C5 blocker is 
inistered in an amount^-suf f i c i-eat to -anv^i-a^H ^1 iy inhibit 






the cell-ly^ing ability of complement present in a blood- 
derived fluid\of the patient. 

3. The method of Claim 2 wherein the blood-derived fluid 
is serum. 

4. 'fyie method of Claim 1 wherein the C5 blocker is 
dministered\ in an amount ^uf f Icicn t to substantially reduce 

the level of sbluble C5b-9 present in a blood-derived fluid of 
the patient afte^r activation of complement in that fluid. 

5. The method of Claim 4 wherein the blood-derived fluid 
is serum. 

n&\>** The n^fethod of Claim 1 wherein the C5 blocker is 
administered in an amount^ s ufficien t to Substantially reduce 
the level of C5a\ present in a blood- derived fluid of the 
patient after activation of complement in that fluid. 

7. The method of Claim 6 wherein the blood- derived fluid 
is serum. 

8. The method of Claim 1 wherein the C5 blocker is 
inistered in an ^mount^suff icient to reduce the cell-lysing 
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ability of complement present in the synovial fluid of an 
infiWed joint of the patient by at least 10%. 

9\ The method of Claim 1 wherein the C5 blocker is 

administered in an amount to reduce the level of 

V A 
soluble C5b-9 present in the synovial fluid of an inflamed 

joint of the^ patient by at least 10%. 

10. The\ method of Claim 1 wherein the C5 blocker is 
administered in\an amount su f ficient to reduce the level of C5a 
present in the Synovial fluid of an inflamed joint of the 
patient by at leasts, 10%. 

11. The method, of Claim 1 comprising the further step, 
after the administration of the C5 blocker, of determining the 
C5a level and/or the CSb level in the synovial fluid of an 
inflamed joint of the patient so as to monitor the course of 
the patient's response to t\e administration of the C5 blocker. 

12. The method of Claim 11 wherein the C5a level is 
determined by an immunoassay or a chemotaxis assay. 

13 . The method of Claim 11 wherein the CSb level is 
determined by measuring the level of soluble C5b-9 in the 
synovial fluid or by measuring the cell-lysing ability of 
complement present in the synovial fluid. 

14. The method of Clain^jjherein the C5 blocker does not 
Substantially interfere with the cleavage of complement 
component C3 in the patient's serum into C3a and C3b. 
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15. An article of manufacture comprising packaging 
material and a pharmaceutical agent contained within said 
packaging material\, wherein: 

(a) said phajrmaceutical agent comprises a C5 blocker 
which provides the Agent with anti- inflammatory properties; and 

(b) said packaging material comprises a label which 
indicates that saicj pharmaceutical agent is for use in the 



treatment of joint :. 

16. An arti 
material and a 
packaging material, 




nf lamination. 

of manufacture comprising packaging 
ceutical agent contained within said 
wherein: 

(a) said pharnaceutical agent comprises a C5 blocker 
which provides the agent with anti- inflammatory properties; and 

(b) said packcging material comprises a label which 
indicates that said pharmaceutical agent is for use in the 
treatment of arthritis. 



